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Abled Advocators fundraiser 
promotes disability awareness 
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Abled Advocators club members gathered together holding signs for their fundrasier “Taquero Mucho” on Feb. 10. 


The club kicked off the 
semester by raising money 
with catered Mexican food. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 
Editor 


The smell of tacos greeted 
students walking through the 
quad in front of the College of 
Humanities and Social Scienc- 
es on Monday afternoon. Tacos, 
burritos, quesadillas and aguas 
frescas were sold to students 
as part of Abled Advocators’ 


first fundraiser of the spring 
semester. 

At the fundraiser _ titled, 
“Taquero Mucho,’ $6 meals were 
served with rice and beans. Bev- 
erages like jamaica and pink 
lemonade were provided. The 
event also offered vegetarian op- 
tions for those who were not in- 
terested in eating carne asada. El 
Cantarito, a Mexican restaurant 
in Placentia, catered the event. 

Abled Advocators is a club 
on campus dedicated to bring- 
ing awareness to students about 
physical and learning disabilities. 
Jose Castillo, the club’s president, 


said he hopes to educate students 
on the injustices happening to 
people with disabilities. Both stu- 
dents with and without disabili- 
ties are encouraged to join. 

The club recognizes disabil- 
ities regardless of whether they 
are physical or invisible. “Just 
because you can’t see it, doesn’t 
mean it’s not there,’ Castillo 
said. 

“For me, I’m in a wheelchair. 
I know I am going to get my ac- 
commodations,” Castillo said. 
“But for individuals who have a 
learner’s disability, something 
that they can’t see, I don’t believe 
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that’s fair for them to not get their 
accommodations.” 

The club fosters support for 
people with all kinds of disabil- 
ities, said club member Patricia 
Kuresa-Boone. 

“We all have different types 
of disabilities, some are visible, 
some are not. For instance, like 
myself, you would not know I 
had a disability. I have epilepsy,” 
Kuresa-Boone said. “We're basi- 
cally supporting one another and 
bringing awareness on campus 
that we exist.” 
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State bill 
gains 
fraction 


Activists statewide are 
calling for ethnic studies as 
a graduation requirement. 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


Students across the state are 
urging the public to call their 
local senators and vouch for 
AB 1460, which would man- 
date a three-unit ethnic stud- 
ies course as a graduation 
requirement within the Cal 
State Universities. 

The bill has spurred contro- 
versy since it was presented at 
the start of 2019. Though the 
bill has passed through the 
Senate Committee Appropri- 
ations, it has yet to be passed 
on the State Senate floor and 
to be signed by Governor 
Gavin Newsom. 

Members from Students 
for Quality Education across 
the CSUs launched a call to 
action on social media over 
the weekend. Cal State Ful- 
lerton’s Students for Quality 
Education posted a step-by- 
step guide on their Instagram, 
encouraging the communi- 
ty to call local senators and 
tell them to vote yes on AB 
1460. 
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Campus to 
undergo 
upgrades 


Numerous construction 
projects may be in Cal 
State Fullerton’s future. 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


The engineering and comput- 
er science laboratory and the 
visual arts complex are among 
numerous buildings that could 
receive renovations throughout 
the next few years, said chief 
financial officer Danny Kim at 
Tuesday’s Associated Students’ 
Board of Directors meeting. 

One of the mentioned proj- 
ects would construct an ad- 
ditional building in the engi- 
neering and computer science 
complex, cost $238 million 
and require state funding, Kim 
said. The plan would also ren- 
ovate the current towers and 
demolish particular one-story 
buildings. 

“This project is very exciting 
for the campus. It’s exciting 
for the engineering college be- 
cause they’ve run out of space 
and need a new space for not 
only students, but the faculty 
as well,” Kim said. 
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Dance team compete in Florida 


Titans place in two 
categories at dance nationals 
in Orlando on Jan. 19. 


CATIE ROBINSON 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Fullerton’s dance 
team competed at the Univer- 
sal Dance Association Nation- 
al Dance Team Championship 
in Orlando, Florida on Jan. 17 
through Jan. 19, hoping to re- 
claim the national title that has 
eluded them since 2017. 

This year, the team placed 
third in Division I Jazz behind 
Utah Valley University and 
Hofstra University, and fourth 
in Division I Pom behind Utah 
Valley University, Hofstra Uni- 
versity and University of Ne- 
braska Omaha. 

The Titans advanced through 
the semifinals in both of the 
categories they competed in. 
Only fractions of points sepa- 
rated the top teams from going 
into the final round. 

The team’s pom piece was 
choreographed by  Kenndra 


They not only 
showcased the 
beautiful dancers 
they are, but the love 
and passion they 
have for each other 
and the team. 


JENNIE MORENO-VOLKERT 
Coach 


Hofstetter, one of the team’s 
coaches, and it had a theme of 
fire. The Titan’s jazz piece was 
set to a remix of “I Can’t Help 
Falling in Love” and was cho- 
reographed by Hofstetter and 
fellow coach Mindee Lands. 
Though pom and jazz are two 
distinct dance styles, they have 


some overlap in steps and tech- 
nique. Both styles demand pre- 
cision and timing in order to ex- 
ecute technical skills and earn 
points from the judges. 

This year’s pom __ perfor- 
mance was characterized by 
precise movements with pom 
poms and interesting visuals 
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through various formations of 
the dancers. 

The team took their jazz 
dance in a unique direction this 
year, opting for a slower, lyri- 
cal-based piece that stood out 
from the competition. 
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CSUF DANCE 


CSUF dance competed in the Universal Dance Association National Dance Team Championship from Jan. 17-19. 


Bryant’s accomplishments undermine his wrongs 


After the unexpected tragedy, 
fans came together to pay re- 

spect to Bryant’s success while 
overlooking the 2003 scandal. 


Opinion | 6 


Surviving Valentine’s Day without a Valentine 


Singles can thrive this 
holiday with these activities 
that promote love, self-care 
and happiness. 


Lifestyle | 5 
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“It’s important to have every- 
one’s voice and history taught 
properly in the way they be- 
lieve it should be, not the way 
other people portray it,” said 
a representative of the orga- 
nization, who asked to remain 
anonymous for safety reasons. 
“That’s what we’re pushing for 
too, not only to have ethnic 
studies but to have ethnic stud- 
ies taught by those people and 
those communities who repre- 
sent it.” 

The organization has been 
working throughout the school 
year to campaign for the ap- 
proval bill. The representative 
said that most people on cam- 
pus are unaware of the bill, so 
spreading awareness is crucial 
to help people understand the 
situation. 

People are hesitant that poli- 
ticians have a hand in mandat- 
ing curriculum, but noted that 
Cal State schools have had 50 
years to include ethnic studies, 
said Alexandro Gradilla, Ac- 
ademic Senate vice chair and 
associate professor of Chicana 
and Chicano Studies. 

Gradilla said that CSUF 
lacks a ethnic studies college 
or a master’s degree program. 
Cal State LA is currently the 
only school within the CSUs 
to have a College of Ethnic 
Studies. 

“For me, this is why I under- 
stand why they went the route 
of having it done by law. Be- 
cause if we wait for people to 
give us stuff, it is not going to 
happen. It’s only when people 
protest and demand and in this 
case, legislate the changes,” 
Gradilla said. 

A strong ethnic studies pro- 
gram will draw more faculty of 
color, as it becomes a sign that 
the university is committed to 
them, Gradilla said. He said 
that more money is spent on 
“throwaway diversity issues” 
rather than actual structural 
change. 


“Tt’s about resources, and the 
university will nickel and dime 
us and pay for a mariachi band 
or fly a multicultural banner, 
but they won’t pay for more 
faculty of color. They won’t 
put the infrastructure that we 
know works to attract faculty 
of color,” he said. 

In a list of demands follow- 
ing a fraternity’s racial slur 
last October, the Black Stu- 
dent Union called for President 
Fram Virjee to write a letter in 
support of AB 1460. Virjee de- 
nied it on the grounds that it 
would forfeit CSUF’s individ- 
ual power to decide graduation 
requirements as well as exclu- 
sion of certain communities. 

“The expressed omission of 
our LGBTQ community, wom- 
en and gender studies, and oth- 
er historically marginalized is 
as stunning as it is stark,” Vir- 
jee and the president’s cabinet 


said in a response to the union’s 
demands. 

The department of women 
and gender studies and queer 
studies rebuffed Virjee’s de- 
nial in their own statement, 
saying that he never consulted 
with any of the department’s 
faculty. 

“The misnaming of our dis- 
ciplinary objectives and the 
lack of outreach to our depart- 
ment on this issue is troubling, 
particularly since we have tak- 
en every opportunity to public- 
ly support AB 1460,” the state- 
ment said. 

Ethnic studies could never be 
separated from gender and sex- 
uality because of the intersec- 
tional approach of ethnic stud- 
ies, the department added in 
it’s statement. 

Students held signs at an ac- 
ademic senate meeting held 
later that month to show their 
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Advocacy: CSU awaits crucial education decision 


support for AB 1460. The 
meeting was criticized by stu- 
dents for spending too much 
time on the wording of the res- 
olution regarding ethnic stud- 
ies, rather than discussing the 
faculty and student feedback 
that had been collected through 
surveys. 

The Senate ultimately passed 
a resolution “supporting the 
campus autonomy in imple- 
menting an _ ethnic studies 
requirement.” 

Seleena Mukbel, public re- 
lations representative of the 
Southwest Asian North Afri- 
can club and vice president of 
the Students for Justice in Pal- 
estine, said she is in favor of an 
ethnic studies requirement. 

“It’s really important, espe- 
cially in today’s climate, to be 
aware of different cultures, dif- 
ferent identities because we’re 
going to live in everyday life 


Students held signs in support of AB 1460 at an October Academic Senate meeting. 


with people of different back- 
grounds,” Mukbel said. “I 
think it should be prioritized 
more than the basic require- 
ments of math or language be- 
cause it’s something we’re go- 
ing to deal with on an everyday 
basis.” 

Gradilla said the need for 
ethnic studies is critical for 
all communities, not only to 
learn about other groups, but 
also about themselves and their 
history. 

“It’s not just we’re going to 
be educating white students 
about racial prejudice or insti- 
tutional racism. It’s about the 
fact that everybody needs to 
know this because even peo- 
ple from the groups that are in- 
cluded don’t know their histo- 
ry. And I think that’s also the 
powerful aspect of why the 
requirement is so important,” 
Gradilla said. 
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Past censuses point to changing nation 


Dr. Bey-Ling Sha offers 
insight on the evolution of 
national identity. 


EDER RAMIREZ 
Editor 


Identity is factoring more 
and more into the way the 
United States records its popu- 
lation, said Dr. Bey-Ling Sha, 
Cal State Fullerton’s College of 
Communications dean. 

In an hour-long seminar on 
Tuesday at the Pollak Library, 
Sha drew from her experience 
as a public affairs officer for 
the 2000 U.S. census to explain 
why the government’s changing 


comprehension of identity fac- 
tors into how the nation under- 
stands its’ population. 

“Our national identity is also 
shaped in many ways by the 
decennial census,’ Sha said. 
“Interestingly enough, the slo- 
gan for the 2020 census is ac- 
tually ‘Shape your Future.” 

Sha elaborated on her defi- 
nition of identity, regarding it 
as references and orientations 
that one perceives themselves 
as, such as race, social class or 
gender. 

Avowed identities are iden- 
tities that one claim for them- 
selves, while ascribed identi- 
ties are assigned by someone 
else, Sha said. Expanding on 


those definitions, she used her 
Texan upbringing and Chinese 
heritage to further illustrate 
her point. 

“I avow an identity of be- 
ing Chinese American, which 
means I see a connection be- 
tween myself and that refer- 
ence of being called Ameri- 
can as well as that connection 
between myself and being and 
that references of being called 
Chinese. I also happen to avow 
a very strong Texas identity be- 
cause I grew up in Houston,” 
she said. 

Sha said, “If ’m walking on 
campus, and I’m speaking to 
somebody in Chinese, someone 
overhearing us might ascribe 


2000 Census 
form: 


Dr. Bey-Ling Sha presented a history of racial recording from previous countings in PLS-299 on Tuesday. 


to me a Chinese banner.” 

Sha then said that the con- 
cept of a national identity is a 
result of those who avow and 
ascribe to their identities. 

That result is commonly 
gathered through public opin- 
ion surveys and population 
studies, Sha said, pointing out 
that other nations may ascribe 
the U.S. a reputation for stir- 
ring controversy, while some 
Americans may avow the U.S. 
as a global peacekeeper. 

National identity may stem 
from public figures, such as ce- 
lebrities or big politicians, Sha 
said. 

Sha said that hundreds of 
years ago the census did not 


exist in a printed form. 

During the very first census 
in 1790, there was not a des- 
ignated format for the way re- 
sponses should be gathered, 
and census takers had to hand- 
write responses — not to men- 
tion the issues around cate- 
gorizing race in the survey. 
During that time, Sha said, 
Americans taking the cen- 
sus were either categorized as 
slaves, free white females or 
males, or all other persons. 

“That was obviously some- 
thing that the census takers 
were instructed to collect be- 
cause the government cared 
about that,” Sha said. 

Over time, the census soon 
evolved in terms of how mi- 
norities and people of color 
were recorded. Previously, the 
census was gathered by gov- 
ernment marshals, who count- 
ed people of color based on 
appearance. 

However, the 1970 census 
changed everything. 

“The 1970 census was really 
the first time that people have 
the opportunity to avow for 
themselves, the identity that 
they want to do.” Sha said. 

Ten years later, the 1980 cen- 
sus no longer allowed census 
workers to determine race by 
visual observation, Sha said. 
The census in 2000 allowed 
takers to avow to more than 
one race, if desired. 

“You know, what we see here 
in this short walk through his- 
tory is that the labels we have 
used in our national conversa- 
tions about race — pretty much 
all of those labels have shifted 
over time. They have been ad- 
justed in many different ways,” 
Sha said. “So, I think I will 
just conclude with an optimis- 
tic note that our best days are 
yet to come.” 

The 2020 census will begin 
on April 1. 
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candidate assembled on 
campus on Tuesday. 
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ELIZABETH TOVAR 
Staff Writer 


Chants of “Not me, us!” 
could be heard on cam- 
pus during the Bernie Sand- 
ers presidential rally that was 
held in the quad yesterday 
afternoon. 

Bernie Sanders’ campaign 
sent representatives to Cal 
State Fullerton in response to 
the Bernie 2020 smartphone 
application, which placed Ful- 
lerton in the top three universi- 
ties that showed support. 

Students for Bernie at Cal 
State Fullerton has been get- 
ting students to sign up for the 
app since August 2019. 

“We won this privilege,” said 
Jamie Blanke, vice president of 
the club. “I’m really proud of 
Cal State Fullerton.” 

Student organizers began 
the rally by speaking on how 
important it is to have some- 
one like Sanders become 
president. 

“We have an obligation to 
make sure that we win this 
election and start a movement. 
We need to protect the world,” 
said Kayhan Bakain, the club’s 
president. 

Many attendees said that 
Sanders’ ideas personally res- 
onate with them due to situ- 
ations that they believe can 
be fixed by changing current 
policies. 

“If he were my president, it 
would be a lot more accessible 
for me to go to school, and I’ve 
been out of school for some 
time,” said Olie Mendoza, a 
rally attendee. 

Representatives of all back- 
grounds came together to mo- 
tivate students to vote in the 
presidential primary on March 
3and to remind them of what 
Bernie stands for. 

Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, an in- 
digenous rapper, environmental 
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Students showed pride for the democratic candidate. 


activist and leader, performed 
a spoken word poem in both 
English and his native dialect 
about the current generations 
who have fought for change 
and reformation, as well as the 
generations who will continue 
fighting in the future. 

At 19 years old, this will be 
Martinez’s first time voting, 
and he emphasized the impor- 
tance of voting, as many peo- 
ple in the country are unable 
to. 

“IT am voting on behalf of 
many of my relatives who do 
not have the right to vote,” said 
Martinez. “The immigrants 
and people who have come to 
this nation and have not been 
given the right to vote.” 

Rather than speaking about 
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Signs were paraded in support for Sen. Bernie Sanders. 


ways voters could benefit from organization that is fighting for as immigrants, middle-class 
a Sanders presidency, Zina change in the prison system. workers, underpaid teachers 
Pretcht-Rodriguez, manag- Agnew began by leading and aspiring students who can- 


er of political communication 
and cultural organization for 
the Sunrise Movement, a youth 
oriented campaign to end cli- 
mate change, focused on Sand- 
ers’ relatability. 

“Bernie is not a political sav- 
ior. He is representative of the 
movement that is going to save 
us. Bernie has been fighting 
for the same issues since I’ve 
been alive,’ Rodriguez said. 
“He sees and he recognizes the 
fire and the passion that is bla- 
tant in all young people across 
the country.” 

The main speaker of the rally 
was Philip Agnew, a co-found- 


the crowd in chants and hav- 
ing them recite the introduc- 
tion to Kendrick Lamar’s 
“Hiiiipower”. 

Agnew focused his speech 
on Bernie’s opposition toward 
billionaires. 

“We actually know who 
makes this country run: it’s the 
cooks, it’s the cleaners, it’s the 
drivers, it’s the domestic work- 
ers, it’s the tunnel workers, 
it’s the waiters, the chefs, our 
mothers, our fathers, our tios, 
our tias,” Agnew said. 

Agnew’s speech was filled 
with analogies of the lives 
of people who he believes 


not afford college. 

Sanders’ 2020 campaign is 
pushing itself as a social jus- 
tice movement instead of a po- 
litical movement. Speakers and 
supporters who stand by him 
have said that they see him as 
the only way to have their voic- 
es heard in the government. 

‘Not me, us’ is not about 
Senator Sanders. It’s (about) 
each and every person that 
wants a better life from them- 
selves. We’re not worshipping 
Senator Sanders like some peo- 
ple do their presidents. We’re 
saying, ‘this is a real opportu- 
nity to win for ourselves,” Ag- 


er of Dream Defenders, an make America great, such new said. 


Plan: Buildings to 
undergo renovation 
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The request for funding was 
submitted for approval and con- 
struction would occur through 
2022-24 if passed . 

The six buildings in the vi- 
sual arts complex are set to be 
renovated, with the expectation 
to correct programmatic defi- 
ciencies. The renovation would 
include the addition of one 
building and if approved, will 
begin May 2021 until December 
2022. 

McCarthy Hall is also set 
to begin its first phase of reno- 
vations. A preliminary plan is 
currently under review, which 
would remodel the second floor 
and upgrade fire safety through- 
out the building. 

“The vision was to create stu- 
dent friendly and student spac- 
es,’ Kim said. “There will be 
plenty of places for students to 
hang out and also collaborate on 
class projects. Simultaneously, 
we will be working on, again, 
addressing another fire safety 
issues of the building itself.” 

Construction is set to begin 
in July 2020 and continue until 
July 2021. 

If approved, upcoming proj- 
ects include the replacement ag- 
ing structures in the corporation 
yard and the construction of a 
92,000 square foot building to 
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replace wet labs in McCarthy 
Hall, which would be construct- 
ed from 2021-23. 

Kim also updated the board 
on current projects, including 
the new parking structure and 
the long-awaited opening of 
Pollak Library South. 

Kim said that the initial April 
opening of the fourth and fifth 
floors of Pollak Library South 
could be pushed to May due to 
a delay in the delivery of ma- 
terial. Both floors were closed 
down after earthquake damage 
in 2014. 

The new floors will include 
a family room and medita- 
tion room, new paint, flooring 
and lighting. Both floors were 
scheduled to open last summer, 
but was delayed after fire safety 
regulations required the instal- 
lation of 70 windows. 

Kim discussed the progress 
on the second Eastside Parking 
Structure, which is on sched- 
ule and will open in the fall. 
The six-story structure will 
have 1,900 parking spaces and 
include improvements to East 
Campus Drive. 

“We will also have camera 
systems in there already built 
into the parking structure, so 
security will be much easier to 
implement in the structure,” 
Kim said. 
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[ Movie | A look into the lay 


Director and writer Bong 
Joon-ho’s social satire 
commented on classism. 


KIM PHAM 
Editor 


Lights dimmed in movie the- 
atres across the globe late last year 
as rooms were lit up by Bong Joon- 
ho’s most critically acclaimed film, 
“Parasite,’ with the first shot pan- 
ning down to the initial glimpse of 
the Kim family’s home. Little did 
viewers know the ingeniously craft- 
ed social satire was to become an 
award-winning motion picture. 

The smell of the film’s success is 
something that movie fanatics are 
unfamiliar with, considering that 
it was written and filmed in Kore- 
an. But, unlike the Park family’s 
reaction to the Kim kin’s odor — a 
theme that proved to be definitive in 
later parts of the story — the South 
Korean film was unapologetically 
celebrated in all of its glory. 

With the rising recognition of 
foreign films in American culture, 
accompanied by a leap toward 
overcoming the English-speaking 
community’s fear of subtitles, “Par- 
asite’” swept four Oscars on Sunday 
night, on top of being recognized 
with hundreds of other awards and 
nominations. 

To put the cherry on top, “Para- 
site” also made history by being the 
first non-English film to receive the 
Best Picture title in the Academy 
Awards’ 92-year run. 

The movie has even been ap- 
proved by the strict critics of Rotten 
Tomatoes, as it currently has a 99% 
rating on the Tomatometer. Clear- 
ly, they can recognize the real deal 
when it’s in front of them, a skill the 
Park family lacked when welcom- 
ing their newest recruits into their 
home. 

“Parasite” exists as a comment 
on classism, following the Kims’ 
penetration into a wealthy, yet clue- 
less, household. Money can indeed 
buy comfort, but the Parks outdid 
themselves by falling host to the 


impover- 
ished family. 

Kim _ Ki-woo, 
played by Woo- 
sik Choi, was the 
first to infiltrate the 
Park’s — modernistic 
home, previously built 
and inhabited by the infamous fic- 
tional architect Namgoong Hyeon- 
ja. Ki-woo lucked out in having the 
connection that he did, because if it 
wasn't for his friend, Min, played 
by Seo-joon Park, Ki-woo would 
not have experienced the luxury of 
living above ground. 

As Ki-woo and his family 
scheme to get each member a job 
under the Parks’ roof, their actions 
become more twisted and_ their 
morals less clear. With each con 
the Kims pull off, viewers begin to 
question where to draw the line be- 
tween right and wrong, and Ki-woo 
begins to lose his grasp of reality as 
he fantasizes about having Min’s 
life. 

Though Min’s role was minimal, 
it was far from insignificant. Min is 
the catalyst for the Kims’ connec- 
tion to _ 


Voice: Support 
system shines 
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Regardless of the disabili- 
ty, the club serves as a support 
system for students. Having a 
disability does not make some- 
one inferior, Castilo said. 

Despite this being her first 
semester with Abled Advoca- 
tors, Kuresa-Boone said her 
experience has already impact- 
ed her life. 

“It encouraged me to not 
only be a voice but also to 
bring awareness that it’s okay 
if you have a disability. It does 
not define, it does not hinder 
what you’re capable of or what 
you can bring to the world,” 
she said. 

All the profits from the fund- 
raiser went to support the club 
and school, Castilo said. 

Future fundraisers will occur 
later in the semester, according 
to the club. 

In addition to fundraising, 
the event gave the club the op- 
portunity to advertise itself to 
Cal State Fullerton students. 
Next to the food was a booth 
with information about the 
club as well as future events. 

“The majority of us are grad- 
uating so we want to bring 
awareness that the club does 
exist and its mainly to bring 
awareness that there is sup- 
port,” Kuresa-Boone said. 

A recent example of the club 
implementing change on cam- 
pus was the renovation of the 
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elevator signs in the human- 
ities building. Castilo used 
to struggle to see the elevator 
doors open with a large num- 
ber of students in front of him. 
After being made aware of 
the issue, the university add- 
ed signs to the elevators urging 
students to accommodate stu- 
dents in wheelchairs. 

The club’s first general meet- 
ing will be on Feb. 24 at Brad- 
ford AB from 1:30 pm - 3:30 
pm and will include a Titan 
Wellness workshop. 

“They’re going to come over 
and they’re going to show us 
a way to spend money wisely, 
but also to keep you balanced,” 
Castilo said. 

An event Castillo said is 
close to his heart is the Cre- 
ative Art Therapy event on 
April 6. “We’re going to have 
a member from the art de- 
partment coming and showing 
us how to pretty much how to 
draw. It does not need to be 
perfect. If you need to scribble, 
hey, you're doing something. 
We just want this to help indi- 
viduals destress because finals 
are coming,” he said. 

Kuresa-Boone said she en- 
courages students to come and 
ask questions to learn about 
Abled Advocators. 

“If you might know some- 
one that’s either here or people 
coming on campus, we are here 
to support,” she said. 
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the Parks, as well as the figure of 
economic prestige that Ki-woo as- 
pires to be. Even toward the end of 
the film, audiences can juxtapose 
the stark contrast between Min, an 
affluent university student, to Ki- 
woo, a wasted talent with the mind, 
but not the money, to climb out of 
his family’s lower-class status. 

Ki-woo’s hopes that his family 
will one day live upstairs are the 
figurative insect blocking his bet- 
ter judgment, and completely de- 
plete him of his ethical compass. 
But, a parasite can only survive as 
long as its host remains healthy; that 
biological 


\ 
concept \ 


stands within nature as much as 
it does in class warfare. As Ki-woo 
falls into a downward spiral, his 
parasitic thoughts consequently fol- 
low suit. 

Joon-ho does an immaculate 
job blending elements of comedy, 
crime, drama and horror into the 
film. He does it so well that the au- 
dience does not realize the damage 
that has been done until the Kims 
come face to face with the initial 
parasites of the Namgoong home. 
In an effort to protect their family’s 
recent employment, occupations 
that are as sturdy as the lies they’re 
based on, the Kims’ actions come 
to symbolize the 

lower class’s 


VA desperation 


ers of ‘Parasite’ 


for a better life. 

When writing the story, Joon- 
ho said he experienced an epipha- 
ny that allowed him to conjure up 
the film’s ironic and heart-wrench- 
ing conclusion: there will never be 
an end to economic disparity. Even 
though Ki-woo has legitimate tal- 
ents, his forged resume represents 
that he is merely a fraud who is at- 
tempting to survive in a materialis- 
tic society. 

No amount of comedic relief in 
the first half of the film could have 
prepared viewers for the surprise 
that was to come knocking on their 
doors that fateful night, ominously 
accompanied by rain and the stench 
of desperation. On the same night 
that the Kims’ temporary comfort 
was disrupted, a rainstorm terror- 
ized their neighborhood as_ their 
semi-basement home was flooded 
with dirty water and the guilt of the 
sins they have committed. 

The film’s set design is reflec- 
tive of the story’s layers. Overlap- 
ping genres, themes and hierarchies 
were built into the house to show 
the film’s complex elements strug- 
gling to coexist. Joon-ho empha- 
sizes the metaphoric connotation of 
having levels within the house, be- 
tween the rich and poor neighbor- 
hoods, and in the camera angles. 

The film concludes with a scene 
panning down from the Kims’ 
basement window onto Ki-woo’s 
futile hopes, mirroring the open- 
ing scene which is now tainted with 
despair and the acknowledgment 
of unachievable dreams. When 
the theater’s lights came back on, 
movie-goers had no choice but 
to applaud the agonizing yet bril- 
liant cinematic masterpiece that is 
“Parasite.” = 
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[Movie | Taylor Swift stages vulnerability 


Netflix documentary “Miss 
Americana” falls short with 
its lackluster authenticity. 


LAUREN WONG 
Editor 


Fourteen years ago, Taylor 
Swift rose to fame as Ameri- 
ca’s country music sweetheart. 
She was admired and respected 
for being a good girl who wrote 
her own songs. She won dozens 
of awards at almost every music 
show, and was criticized for the 
notorious surprised expression 
she made when she won. 

On Jan. 23, Swift released 
“Taylor Swift: Miss Americana,” 
directed by Lana Wilson, exclu- 
sive to Netflix. The title is a play 
on lyrics from her song “Miss 
Americana & the Heartbreak 
Prince’ off her latest album, 
“Lover.” The documentary takes 
a look “behind the fame, behind 
the songs and beyond everything 
fans think they know about Tay- 
lor Swift.” 

The documentary focuses on 
exploring the more recent years 
of Swift’s life, though it briefly 
discusses major events from her 
past that influenced her identity. 
In the age of social media, pri- 
vacy is nonexistent, and Swift is 
no stranger to this. She perfected 
the art of being likable by main- 
taining a carefully calculated, yet 
scrutinized, good girl image. 

Wilson attempts to destroy the 
public perception that Swift is a 
popstar who is calculated and 
trained in public relations. It al- 
most succeeds when she portrays 
Swift’s obsession with being 
adored and Kanye West as imma- 
ture when he tried to knock Swift 
down from her pedestal. Howev- 
er, discussions of her most scruti- 
nized scandals and personal life 
are only briefly touched on. 

“Taylor Swift: Miss Ameri- 
cana” opens with Swift talking 
about her morals and reading 
excerpts from her diaries. Be- 
fore the film’s release, there was 
speculation that the documen- 
tary would be filled with details 
of Swift’s relationship with Brit- 
ish actor Joe Alwyn. While she 


does discreetly address their rela- 
tionship, she clarifies that it will 
remain a private relationship. 
However, she acknowledges that 
Alwyn got her through being hat- 
ed after her notorious fiasco with 
rapper Kanye West. 

One of Swift’s scandals that 
was mentioned in the documen- 
tary was when Swift was exposed 
by Kim Kardashian West and 
Kanye West in 2016. The Wests 
posted a video ofSwift approving 
of the rapper’s song lyrics in “Fa- 
mous” which called Swift “that 
b----.”. Swift’s association with 
West began in 2009 when the 
rapper interrupted her MTV Vid- 
eo Music Award speech. 

“That was sort of a catalyst for 
a lot of psychological paths that 
I went down, and not all of them 
were beneficial,” Swift said about 
Kanye West’s interruption. 

Swift also reveals that she 
struggled with an eating disor- 
der. After years of starving her- 
self and excessively working out, 
she was able to overcome the eat- 
ing disorder, and use positive-self 
talk to continue healing. “Nope. 
We don’t do that anymore. We do 
not do that anymore because it’s 
better to think you look fat than 
to look sick,’ Swift said about 
what she says to herself when she 
is judging her body. 

Swift discusses in the docu- 
mentary her sexual assault trial 
against former DJ David Muel- 
ler, who was accused of groping 
her in 2013. Following the accu- 
sation, Mueller was fired from 
his job and sued Swift, which she 
countered. These events catapult- 
ed her decision to voice her polit- 
ical views. 

“Next time there’s any oppor- 
tunity to change anything, you 
had better know what you stand 
for and what you wanna say,” 
Swift said. 

The last third of the film fea- 
tures the historically and polit- 
ically silent popstar’s decision 
to publicly endorse a Democrat- 
ic candidate for the 2018 Senate 
election. This segment felt the 
most authentic out of everything 
shown, as every other seemingly 
vulnerable clip of her is short and 
fragmented. 
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Miss Americana 


The audience sees as Swift ar- 
gues with her team about her de- 
cision to share her views and dis- 
cusses the potential backlash she 
may face. Swift used the devas- 
tation she felt when the election 
results were announced as moti- 
vation to write her latest single, 
“Only the Young.” 

The following segment fea- 
tures her political statement in 
“Only the Young.” Swift shares 
that she does not feel “muzzled 
anymore,” and promises to reject 
misogyny and double standards. 

Throughout most of the film, 
Swift acts like a girl who still 
dreams of becoming a super- 
star. While the film promised a 
new and improved Taylor Swift, 
it actually showed an older Swift 
who is in denial, yet still seeks 
approval. 

“The female artists that I know 
of have reinvented themselves 20 
times more than the male artists. 


They have to,’ is a memorable 
statement Swift makes towards 
the end of the film. Swift nev- 
er explains why she thinks so, 
as she does with everything else 
discussed in the film. 

A segment of the film reveals 
that Swift did not try a burrito 
until she was 27 years old, and 
while it was clearly included to 
make her seem personable and 
real, it instead came off as awk- 
ward and uncomfortable. 

The audience also sees how 
Swift is isolated, with no friends 
other than her cats and her mom. 
This is a memorable aspect, as 
her celebrity squad is an essen- 
tial part of her life but was not 
touched on in the film. 

The moments that are meant to 
make the audience feel connect- 
ed to Swift feel like any inter- 
view she has done — just longer 
and placed in a more lonely light. 
None of her supermodel friends 
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are shown and neither is her fam- 
ily, except for a single clip of 
Swift speaking with her parents 
about sharing her political views 
online. 

The film closes with the 2019 
worldwide release of “Lover,” 
as her song “The Archer” plays 
in the background. This was a 
heartwarming ending to the doc- 
umentary, as Swift’s happiness 
with her career and her personal 
growth are visible. 

Celebrities are real people 
who do not have any obligation 
to share details of their personal 
lives, but this documentary was 
Swift’s attempt to be open and 
honest with the public. However, 
the film has a heavily produced 
vulnerability that feels staged 
and superficial. “Taylor Swift: 
Miss Americana” is enough to 
satisfy Swift’s die-hard fans, but 
the story is told through her con- 
trolled lens. 


A single’s guide to surviving Valentine’s 


Who needs a relationship 
this Friday when you have 
these fun alternatives. 


JASON SANCHEZ 
Staff Writer 
TAYLOR ARREY 
Asst. Editor 


Valentine’s Day, like most hol- 
idays, can inspire feelings of 
stress and anxiety for all genders 
involved. 

For those in relationships, the 
pressure to deliver a good first im- 
pression is overwhelming, and for 
singles, it’s a day of mixed emo- 
tions. With heart-shaped balloons 
painting the sky and “Be Mine” 
teddy bears flying off store shelves, 
singles are left nauseated by the ex- 
cessive public displays of affection 
and the sadness that they are miss- 
ing out on.. 

While all those emotions may 
have been characteristic of past 
Valentine’s Day celebrations, it’s 
2020 and those days are long gone. 
This Friday, the singles are taking 
back their love-filled holiday. 

Whether the soul calls for a fun 
night out or a chill night in, these 
are some tips this Valentine’s Day 
to help all singles fill their day 
with self-love, positive energy and 
happiness. 


Self-Care 

With sentiments of love flying 
through the air like Cupid’s arrow, 
it’s important to remember the per- 
son most deserving of your love 
and attention — yourself. 

Life is always moving forward, 
and it can be hard to set aside time 
for yourself, but this holiday is all 
about decompressing, relaxing and 
appreciating the little things that 
make you happy. 

If crowded amusement parks, 
shows or bars aren’t your scene, 


take the night off. Take a bubble 
bath, order in food, binge-watch 
your favorite show, grab a good 
book or go to bed early and enjoy 
the extra rest. You deserve it. 


Alone time can be the best 
time. 

If you don’t like being alone, in- 
vite a few friends over or spend the 
night with your family. Make time 
for your loved ones; call that friend 
you've been missing, meet up with 
a sibling you haven't talked to in a 
minute or make time for that pet 
that you’ve been too busy to pay at- 
tention to this week. 

Love can come from anywhere. 
It may not be a heart-shaped bal- 
loon or a box of chocolates, but 
there’s nothing like quality time 
to fill your heart with happiness, 
and the memories will outlive the 
flowers. 


“R&B 
Observatory 

You don’t need a a partner to en- 
joy the slow jams at “R&B Only,” 
a show coming to The Observatory 
in Santa Ana on Feb. 14. 

Hosted by COLORS Worldwide, 
the show celebrates R&B music 
with a set by local DJ Tiara Mo- 
nique, and Apex Laurent acting as 
master of ceremonies. With a spa- 
cious but intimate main room, The 
Observatory is an excellent venue 
for flying solo. 

Tickets are available for $29 
and general Admission is standing 
room only. The show starts at 8:30 
p.m. on Friday. 


Only’ @_ The 


The Delirians @ Slidebar 

The Delirians, an East LA- 
based ska and reggae band, will 
play at The Slidebar Rock n’ Roll 
Kitchen on Valentine’s Day. The 
diverse and horn-heavy band re- 
leased their latest album, “Sweet 
Leaf” in October, with a lead sin- 
gle that was deemed an anthem 


for the “P------ Marijuanos of Los 
Angeles.” 

The event is free, singles-friendly 
and open to attendees of all ages. 


Go to the movies 

Sometimes a peaceful moment to 
yourself in a dark theater with nos- 
talgic characters is just what you 
need to clear your heads of all the 
holiday hoopla. 

With “Sonic the Hedgehog” re- 
leasing in theaters this Friday, 
this adaptation of the SEGA gam- 
ing franchise has generated buzz 


since last spring when its first trail- 
er premiered, featuring a disturb- 
ingly chicken-legged and human- 
oid-looking Sonic the Hedgehog. 

The backlash was so great it 
prompted Paramount Pictures to re- 
work the film for a couple of months 
to reanimate the title character. 

Now, a slightly less creepy Sonic 
is ready for prime time, with show- 
times at 7:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 
at AMC Fullerton 20, located at 
1001 S. Lemon St, Fullerton, CA 
92832. 

Starring “Pretty Little Liars” 


actress Lucy Hale, “Fantasy Island” 
is one part "LOST” and one part 
Agatha Christie, in this horror ad- 
aptation of a 1970s television series. 
With hits under its belt like “Para- 
normal Activity” and “Get Out,” 
Blumhouse Productions has distin- 
guished itself for having the ability 
to churn out horror flicks that get 
people talking. 

Even better, as a single, you can 
get frightened during the jump 
scares and not be embarrassed. 

Showtimes are at 7:25 p.m. and 
10:15 p.m. at AMC Fullerton 20. 
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Tributes to Kobe Bryant 
fail to recognize his 
imperfections. 


KEITH KRIKORIAN 
Staff Writer 


On the morning of Jan. 26, 
2020, the world came to a har- 
rowing halt; Los Angeles Lak- 
ers star Kobe Bryant and his 
13-year-old daughter Gianna 
— along with six other passen- 
gers and the pilot—died in a 
helicopter crash in the hills of 
Calabasas, California. 

The news brought the sports 
community to its knees. Bry- 
ant, who began his NBA ca- 
reer at 17 years old and spent 
the entirety of his 20-year ca- 
reer with the Lakers, was sud- 
denly dead. The tragic ac- 
cident brought to question 
Bryant’s legacy, with many 
fans asking how will Bryant be 
remembered? 

To say he came from hum- 
ble beginnings would be a bit 
of an overstatement. His father, 
Joe “Jellybean” Bryant, was a 
professional basketball player 
for the Philadelphia 76ers. At 
the end of his NBA career, the 
Bryant family moved to Italy, 
where Joe continued his pas- 
sion in the Italian basketball 
league. 

During this time, Kobe Bry- 
ant began to hone his skills as 
a basketball player. When he 
moved back to the U.S. and 
joined his high school’s basket- 
ball team, the hard work he had 


LEISURE 


put in during his time in Italy 
came back around and brought 
him befitting recognition. 

Bryant forewent a _ college 
career to play in the NBA and 
quickly became an internation- 
al superstar. The young high 
school graduate was not just 
holding his own against his 
predecessors on the court, but 
was also leading his team to 
national championships. In the 
early 2000s, he won his first 
NBA Championship and mar- 
ried Vanessa Laine Bryant. 

He began to transcend the 
sports community and take a 
step out into the mainstream 
public. He became a man who 
was not turned down, but may- 
be that was the problem. 

Bryant was involved in a 
scandal that was not easily ig- 
nored. In July 2003, a 19-year- 
old hotel employee accused 
Bryant of sexual assault.. 

Not only was Bryant in the 
midst of an incredibly success- 
ful career as a Laker; he had 
also become known as a hero 
to many which lead to a huge 
shock when the news came out. 
He motivated all who watched 
him and showed an inhuman 
ability to fight through pain 
which led his team to multiple 
victories. 

Although there was no 
known testimony made by the 
accuser, Bryant admitted guilt 
and the case was settled out for 
an unknown amount. Although 
he he believed the encounter 
was consensual, he admitted 
commiting adultery — not sex- 
ual assault and his spotless 
all-star image began to crack. 

Byrant was neither the first 
nor the last instance of a sports 
superstar subjected to accu- 
sations and the consequences. 
Along with Bryant, sports stars 
such as Mike Tyson, Neymar da 
Silva Santos and most recently 
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UFC star Conor McGregor, 
have either been charged with 
sexual assault at some point in 
their careers or are currently 
under investigation. 

The most notable common- 
ality between all the accused 
athletes is that they are prom- 
inent names in their respec- 
tive fields. Is it possible that 
stardom led them all to believe 
they were above the law? Did 
they think they could do any- 
thing they wanted and not suf- 
fer repercussions? 

Ben Monaco, a_ third-year 
student and former Titan, has 
been a fan of Bryant since he 
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Addressing the complex life and 
character of Kobe Bryant 


was a child. Monaco said that 
to him Bryant was not just a 
star player for the Lakers, he 
was a fundamental part of his 
personal development while 
growing up. 

“Anything I’ve accomplished 
in my life is because of his in- 
fluence on me,” Monaco said. 
“TI feel like my whole approach 
to life and what I want to do is 
because of him.” 

When asked about the sex- 
ual assault charge in 2003, 
Monaco said that Bryant had 
done enough in his life to re- 
deem himself. “Women’s NBA 
was looked down upon and he 


did so much for women’s bas- 
ketball players when he re- 
tired,” he said. “Many wom- 
en have come out and said that 
they couldn’t believe he did it. 
That’s kind of what I look at as 
a defining thing for him.” 

Whether or not Bryant did 
good for his community should 
not erase the fact that he was 
a flawed man. Pretending that 
he was perfect would be do- 
ing his legacy a disservice. It is 
the duty of the public to ensure 
that while we recognize the 
accomplishments of a person 
in the wake of their death, we 
also remember the bad. 
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H O RO S C O P E PROVIDED BY tarot.com 


RI The Moon in Libra encourages 

you to spend time pleasing 

ES others, but with Venus sitting 
(Mar. 2 1- 


Apr. 19) across the sky in your Ist 


House of Self, you could be 
more focused on your own desires. 


AU Work could be a bit 
challenging today and you 
RUS may even be asked to assume 
(Apr. 20- more responsibility on the job. 
gay 20) Be open to attending a long- 
term training program to increase your 
talents and your professional value. 


EM 
INI 


(May 21- 
Jun. 20) 


It’s a social, flirty day filled 
with opportunities to gather 
with friends and enjoy 
camaraderie. Interactions 
with women and children may 
be especially delightful. 


Protected, private spaces 
are more your preference 
today, as you crave 
intimacy and aren’t in the 
mood for small talk. In the 
comfort of your own home, domestic 
pursuits have a soothing effect. 


| £0 


(ul. 23- 
Aug. 22} 


AN 
CER 


(Jun. 21- 
Jul. 22) 


Your communication style is 
straight from the heart today. 
You realize the benefit of being 
exposed to different ways of 
thinking and you are likely to 
seek out unfamiliar people with a 
different worldview. 


IR 
GO 


(Aug. 23- 
Sep. 22) 


Partnering in a business 
venture could prove to be 
lucrative, because your 
instincts about investment 
prospects are spot-on now. 
Teaming up with an expert will allow 
you to launch a successful project. 


IB This is a great day for 
peacemaking and_ enjoying 
RA quality time with the ones 


(Sep 23- 


love. Y h f 
Oct 22) you ove Ou ave strong 


interpersonal skills now and 
other people are more receptive to 
you. 


COR 
PIO 


(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


You hunger for in-depth 
undertakings that feed 
the soul today. You need 
reflective space in which to 
probe life’s mysteries, even if 
that means being alone. 


You just want to have 
fun right now and you’re 
willing to spend a little 
money to do this. Friends 
take priority and you want 
to be out in public, getting involved in 
community events or a night on the town. 


APRI 
CORN 


(Dec. 22- 
Jan. 19) 


AGITT 
ARIUS 


(Nov. 22- 
Dec. 21) 


Today, showing off your 
skills doesn’t need to 
take you far from home 
- in fact, you may enjoy 
throwing a party. Your 
down-to-earth, sensuous nature makes 
you a pleasant host. 


QUA 
RIUS 


lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


Plenty of opportunities to 
connect with people from 
different backgrounds 
will present themselves to 
you today. You look for 
stimulation in all your relationships and 
you won’t be disappointed. 


IS 
CES 


Your ability to attract 
abundance is strong now, so 
don’t be surprised if you come 
(Feb. 19- into some money or inherit 
Mar. 20] other resources. Generous 
gifts from friends, relatives, or 
neighbors can arrive out of the blue. 
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SOLIPSISM III 
BY: ALEX BOSSERMAN 


Identify where Tuffy is in the photo and message any of 
the Daily Titan’s social media platforms, @thedailytitan, 
with the location and your full name for a chance to win! 


f O v 
$20 


Last Week’ s WINNER 


Where there is smoke, 


4. : 
Fin,’ . 
LERTOR 


Amy Kubo 


there is fire, 


Last Week’s Location: Langsdolf Hall Stairs 


SONG OF THE DAY Follow the Spotify Playlist: BUTT T0 I =) 


Sedona Perfect song for roadtrips or commutes. 


Houndmouth -Eliza, Opinion Assistant 


a burning passion, 


KID WHO DIDNT WATCH SPONGEBOB GROWING UP 


laughing even when you dont get the joke 


€ S ie aii y 


Cay Erect yi 


Go gle what the spongebob meme reference Q “my mom wouldnt let me watch spongebob” 


not getting any refrences except the texas episode 
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Men’s golf tie in tournament championship 


Senior Derek Castillo wins 
individual title by seven 
strokes. 


TREVOR VERNOLA 
Staff Writer 


Cal State Fullerton’s men’s 
golf team wrapped up the final 
round of the inaugural Orange 
County Collegiate Classic at the 


Coto de Caza Golf and Racquet 
Club on Tuesday. 

The team entered the third 
round sitting eight strokes be- 
hind the University of San Fran- 
cisco after two rounds of play. 
After shooting a tournament 
best 5-under par in round three, 
the Titans tied with San Francis- 
co for first place at 12-over-par 
876. 


Grand Canyon University 


placed third at 3l-over-par 895, 
followed by a three-way tie for 
fourth place, 36-over-par 900, 
between UC Santa Barbara, 
Santa Clara University and UC 
Irvine. 

Sacramento State, Cal Poly 
San Luis Obispo, Cal State 
Northridge and UC Riverside 
rounded out Tuesday’s Big West 
conference teams. 

Sacramento State took 12th 


CSF ATHLETICS 
Derek Castillo won the Orange County Collegiate Classic at the Coto de Caza Golf and Racquet Club on Tuesday. 


place after shooting 56-over-par 
920. Cal Poly SLO finished in 
13th place, as they dropped three 
spots on the day and finished 
60-over-par 912. CSUN fell six 
spots in the last round and fin- 
ished 15th overall, 69-over- 
par 933. Riverside landed in 
last at 17th overall as they shot 
102-over-par 966. 

Derek Castillo finished the 
day where he started it — on top 
of the leaderboard. The senior 
from Yorba Linda finished the 
tournament as one of two players 
under par. Castillo’s third round 
was not as clean as his first two 
as he had three bogeys and a 
double bogey, but managed to 
get five birdies in his final day on 
the course. Castillo finished the 
tournament at 8-under-par 208. 

The only other player to finish 
under par after three rounds was 
fellow Titan, Jack Dyer. Dyer en- 
tered the the third round at 1-un- 
der par and finished the day in 
the same spot after shooting 
even-par-72. Dyer split the front 
nine between three birdies, pars 
and bogeys. The 12th hole was 
his best of the tournament as he 
buried an eagle on a 556-yard 
par five. 

San Francisco’s Tim Widing 
pushed his way into third place 
after a wild round that saw him 
double bogey hole one, triple bo- 
gey hole three and then finish his 
round with eagles on 12 and 18. 
Widing finished the tournament 
even par. 

Widing surpassed his team- 
mate Alex Chin in the final 
round. Chin finished the final 
round shooting l-over-par 73 and 
putting him at l-over-par 217 for 


the tournament. 

CSUF senior Matt Rafter had 
his strongest showing in round 
three, finishing 3-under-par 69 
and moving up 34 places and tied 
for 23rd overall in the individ- 
ual standings. Rafter shot even 
par on the front nine, with seven 
pars, one bogey and one birdie. 
The back nine started with a bo- 
gey, but Rafter then went 3-un- 
der-par on the back nine. 

Junior Dalton Daniel and 
freshman Garrett Boe finished 
one stroke apart after round 
three. Dalton shot a 6-over-par 
78 and dropped eight spots to a 
tie for 46th overall. Boe rose 14 
spots and managed five bird- 
ies in the third round, but had a 
double and triple bogey, putting 
him at 2-over-par 74 on the day 
and 16-over-par 232 to end the 
tournament. 

Freshman Trevor McNary rose 
24 spots on the individual lead- 
erboard after putting together his 
best round of the tournament at 
2-under-par 70. McNary had a 
ten-stroke improvement from his 
round two 80 and a 13-stroke im- 
provement from his 83 strokes in 
round one. McNary’s strong start 
was the key to his success as he 
birdied four of the first six holes 
in round three. 

Sophomores Jess  Scheller 
and Blake Petchel both strug- 
gled in their final round. Schell- 
er shot 9-over-par 81 and Petchel 
shot 14-over-par 86 in the third 
round. 

The CSUF men’s golf team 
will travel to Lihue, Hawaii and 
play in the John Burns Inter- 
collegiate at the Wailua Golf 
Course from Feb. 20-22. 


Pom: Choreography takes unique direction 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

“I think what the coaches did 
with choreography this year re- 
ally made us stand out, because 
it’s something that the Cal State 
Fullerton dance team has not 
really done in the past years, so 
it was eye-catching,” said senior 
team member Gassia Barin. 
The Titans are 16-time nation- 
al champions, but have fallen 
off the top of the podium since 
2018. Despite coming short of 
first place, coach Jennie More- 
no-Volkert said she was pleased 
with her team’s performance. 


Underc 


Dani Martinez and Megan 
Delgaldillo were reconigzed 
for their weekend outings . 


ADAM MALDONADO 
Editor 


After an impressive 4-1 start 
to the 2020 season in the Titan 
Classic, the Cal State Fuller- 
ton softball team is reaping the 
benefits by taking two Big West 
weekly honors for their success 
on the field. 

Sophomore’ pitcher Dani 
Martinez, the 2019 Big West 
Freshman Pitcher of Year, was 
recognized by the conference 
as the pitcher of the week, her 
third time receiving the honors 
in her CSUF career. 

“I think this weekend was re- 
ally good for us as a team be- 
cause our energy was there and 
we had really good competi- 
tion and we played together as a 
team,” Martinez said. 

The Titan’s ace was a pivot- 
al component for the team in all 
four victories this past week- 
end. By the end of the tourna- 
ment, Martinez had a perfect 
record of 3-0 which included 
a save against San Jose State, 
leading the conference in both 
wins and saves. 

After five games, Martinez 
has only given up 10 hits while 
maintaining a 1.26 ERA. To 
add to the statistics sheet, Mar- 
tinez also struck out 21 batters 
who have stepped to the plate 
against her. 

“It feels good. I feel like fac- 
ing other competition was a big 
thing for me too. It’s good to 


“Overall, I was really proud 
of both of their performances. 
They not only showcased the 
beautiful dancers they are, but 
the love and passion they have 
for each other and the team,’ 
Moreno-Volkert said. 

Barin said that the team suf- 
fered slight technical flaws due 
to the adrenaline of competing 
on the national stage, but said 
the team’s performance was 
able to completely engage the 
audience and judges. 

“We definitely had the love, 
passion and fire,” Barin said. 


“We had a lot of that, so I think 
that helped us with the energy 
and pumping up the crowd, and 
with making the audience and 
the judges feel what we were 
trying to express through the 
dance.” 

Volkert said that she per- 
sonally would have scored the 
CSUF team higher. 

“Dance is so subjective, so 
it just comes down to the eight 


judges’ opinions,” Moren- 
io-Volkert said. 
Barin said that the lev- 


el of technique required to be 


competitive at the national lev- 
el increases each year. 
“Technique wise and_ skill 
wise, there’s a bunch of skills 
that every team is doing, so if 
you don’t do those skills, you’re 
not going to be placed up there. 
If there’s a team that’s doing 
headsprings, ariels, front aeri- 
als and all these things, spot- 
ting turns and unique tricks 
and lifts, they’re going to get it. 
Everyone is bringing all these 
different tricks and unique 
stunts. What every team brings 
is good. It’s what your team can 


bring that stands you out from 
the rest,” Barin said. 

In the end, it is not about the 
trophies, scores or judges Barin 
said, but it is about the time 
spent doing what she loves with 
her teammates. 

“Performing at nationals is a 
big thing, but that’s two min- 
utes and then you’re done. The 
practices are the memories I 
will keep with me forever. We 
go through so much together, 
physically and mentally, that 
we become so close, we’re al- 
most sisters,” Barin said. 


assmen earn Big West honors 


see new hitters and it’s good to 
be out there with the same team 
behind me,” Martinez said. 

In her first start of the sea- 
son on Sunday, Martinez 
pitched a gem in a 5-0 shutout 
over Loyola Marymount Uni- 
versity where she only allowed 
three hits in the contest. She 
made relief appearances in her 
first three outings of the season 
against the University of Mid- 
dle Tennessee, San Jose and 
Utah State. 

Martinez stepped into the cir- 
cle against San Jose State in the 
top of the fourth, narrowly es- 
caping a bases-loaded situation 
with no outs without giving up 
any runs. She finished the night 
with six strikeouts. 

Freshman Megan Delgadillo 
shined in her college debut, as 
she earned herself the freshman 
of the week honors. Batting pri- 
marily from the leadoff for the 
Titans, Delgadillo was efficient 
at the plate with a batting av- 
erage of .550 over five games. 
She hit multiple times in four 
games which allowed her to re- 
cord a team-leading 11 hits for 
the season. 

Delgadillo proved to be lethal 
on the base path as the fast-foot- 
ed freshman was perfect on all 
six of her steal attempts. She 
currently leads the conference 
in that category, having doubled 
the amount of stolen bases than 
the player behind her. 

Against San Jose State she 
had a 4-for-4 performance, and 
against Utah she went 3-for-4 
with three runs. She is responsi- 
ble for a team-leading six runs. 
Against Loyola Marymount, 
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Dani Martinez pitched in the Titan Classic at Anderson Family Field on Jan. 9th. 


she went 2-for-4 while picking 
up two stolen bases in the week- 
end finale. 

CSUF head coach Kelly Ford 
accomplished a __ significant 
milestone in her Fullerton ca- 
reer this past weekend as well, 
picking up her 250th career 


win while at the helm for the 
Titans. 

This year marks Ford’s eighth 
season, leading the Titans. Af- 
ter managing the squad to four 
straight Big West titles from 
2016-19, Ford has also added 
four Big West coach of the year 


awards to her trophy shelf as 
well. 

The Titans will hit the road 
this weekend to play in the 
Campbell Cartier Tournament 
on Feb. 14-15 facing BYU, 
San Diego State and Southern 
Utah. 
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